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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 0-1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hopper (US 6,200,152 B1) alone. 

Regarding claim 10, Hopper discloses a reciprocable connector assembly 
(abstract, see Fig. 6) for coupling a service line through a path in a wellhead and hanger 
wall, the assembly including a connector (C, see attached Fig. 6) for coupling with a 
corresponding connector (41 ) in the hanger wall (5), a shuttle (20) that carries the 
connector between coupled and uncoupled positions, a connecting cable (37) 
connected at one end to the connector and wound in a plurality of turns to extend or 
retract with respect to one another between the coupled and uncoupled positions (col. 5 
line 1+), and a support (S) constraining movement of the turns. 
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The assembly of Hopper differs from the claimed invention in that the service line 
(1 5) is not connected directly to the connector (C), but is connected to a connecting 
cable (37), which is then connected to the connector (claim 10). However, this means 
of connecting the service line to the connector is just one of many possible connecting 
means that would provide the same result, including eliminating the cable connector 
(36) and running the service line (15) directly to the connector (C). Furthermore, the 
connecting cable can be seen as merely an extension of the service line (col. 2 line 1+). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the service line is a power line (col. 1 line 19+). Regarding 
claim 12, the cores of the line are wound in separate turns. Regarding claim 13, the line 
could be an optical fiber line. Regarding claims 14 and 15, the support is internal to the 
turns of the line and constrains movement to axial movement (see Fig. 6). 

4. Claim 1 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hopper 
(US 6,200,152 B1) alone. 

Hopper discloses an assembly (see Fig. 6) for providing a service line connection 
through a wellhead member and tubing hangar, the assembly including a wellhead 
member (3) having a first passageway through a wall thereof, a hangar (5) body having 
a second passageway therethrough, a coupling element (41 ) disposed within the 
second passageway, a reciprocable shuttle (20) carrying a connector (C), the shuttle 
being disposed for translation between a retracted position in which the connector and 
coupling element are not connected and an extended position in which the connector 
and coupling element are coupled (col. 5 line 1+), and a connector cable (37) being 
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fixedly connected to the connector and looped in a plurality of supported turns that 
expand as the shuttle moves to the extended position. 

The assembly of Hopper differs from the claimed invention in that the service line 
(15) is not connected directly to the connector (C), but is connected to a connecting 
cable (37), which is then connected to the connector. However, this means of 
connecting the service line to the connector is just one of many possible connecting 
means that would provide the same result, including eliminating the cable connector 
(36) and running the service line (15) directly to the connector (C). Furthermore, the 
connecting cable can be seen as merely an extension of the service line (col. 2 line 1+). 

5. Claims 1 7-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hopper (US 6,200, 1 52 B 1 ) alone. 

Regarding claim 1 7, Hopper discloses a reciprocable connector assembly 
(abstract, see Fig. 6) for coupling a service line through a path in a wellhead and hanger 
wall, the assembly including a first connector (C, see attached Fig. 6) for coupling with a 
corresponding second connector (41) in the hanger wall (5), a reciprocatable member 
(20) that carries the connector between coupled and uncoupled positions, a connecting 
cable (37) connected at one end to the connector and wound in a plurality of turns to 
extend or retract with respect to one another between the coupled and uncoupled 
positions (col. 5 line 1+), and a support (S) constraining movement of the turns. 

The assembly of Hopper differs from the claimed invention in that the service line 
(15) is not connected directly to the connector (C), but is connected to a connecting 
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cable (37), which is then connected to the connector (claim 17). However, this means 
of connecting the service line to the connector is just one of many possible connecting 
means that would provide the same result, including eliminating the cable connector 
(36) and running the service line (15) directly to the connector (C). Furthermore, the 
connecting cable can be seen as merely an extension of the service line (col. 2 line 1+). 

Regarding claims 18-20, the support is a static spool member and constrains 
movement to axial movement (see Fig. 6). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and are cited on PTO Form 892 enclosed herewith. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R. Buchanan whose telephone number is 
571-272-8134. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Will can be reached on 571-272-6998. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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